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LEGISLATIVE EILL 897
Approved ty the Governor april 2, 1974

Introduced ty R. Maresh, 32

AN ACT to amend sections 17-204, 19-6C5, 32-232, and
32-1001.37, Reissue Revised Statutes of
Nekraska, 1943, section JA=520, Revised
Statutes Supplement, 1972, and sections
14-3¢05, 32-4,101, 32-563.01, arnd 79-428,
Revised Statutes Sugplerent, 1973, relating to
elections; to clarify and harronize prcvisicns
with previous 1legislation; tc ©provide when
certain actions shall ke taken; to provide for
vacancies in office and on the Lallot:; to
provide different election hours fcr rarts of
the state; to permit late opening of the polls
as prescrited; to provide for the costs of
Class IXI school district elections; to repeal
the original sections, and alsc sections
19-622, 32-445, 32-4u46, and 32-u47, Reissue
fevised Statutes of Netraska, 19423, secticns
19-3C04 and 3z-314, Revised Statutes
Supplement, 1972, and section 79-4:7, Revised
Statutes Sugpplement, 1973; and to declare an
emergency.

Ee it enacted Lty the people of the State cf Nektraska,

Section 1. 1hat section 17-204, Feissue FRevised
Statutes of Netraska, 1943, Le arended to read as
follows:

17-204. Every trustee, ltefore entering upcn the
duties of his coffice, shall take an ocath to =sugpport the
Constitution of the United States, and the Constituticn
ef-the-State of Nekraska, and faithtully and ispartially
to discharge the duties of his office. Every Lcard of
trustees appointed ty the county toard shall nmeet within
twenty days, organize, and appoint the officers regquired
by law. All trustees ehosen-at-generai-eieetions clected
to office shall qualify and reet on the 3ast first
Tuesday in +#pril June thereafter, organize, glect _a
chairpan_of _the_roard and appoint the officers required
by law. 4%he~3ast-Fuesday-in-Aprii-sheii-te-the-reginning
of-the-nunteipai-years The toard of trustees <chall, ¢ty
ordinance, fix the time and place of hoclding <thedr its
stated meetings and may ke convened at any time Ly the
chairman.

Sec. Z. That section 1$-609, keissue FHRevised
Statutes of Netraska, 1943, ke amended tc read as
follows:
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19-605. Whenever electors of any city, equal in
nurkter to twenty per cent of those who voted at the last
regular city electioun, shall file a petition with the
city clerk, asking that the gquestion of organizing the
city under the plan of government provided in this acts
ef-the-questien-of-aktandening-this-pian-of-government; Le
suktmitted to the electors thereof, said «clerk shall a+t
onee withip one week certify that fact to the council of
the city, and the <council shall, within thizty days,
adopt__a__resolutign _tg rrovide for sutmitting such
question at a special election to te held not less than
atxty-ner-mere-than-nineey thirty days after the +£xitng
ef-sueh-petitian adortiopn of _the resolution except _as

prgyided in_this_section. Any such election shall te
conducted in accordance with the general election laws of

the state except as otherwise provided in this act. b

days_por less_thay seventy _days_ _prior _to the _regular
municipal _statewide __pripary __or __statewide __general
election, the cguncil shall adort a resolutigp tg provide

clerk shall within ope week certify that fact _to _the
coupcil of the city, and the coupcil sball, withip thirty
days.,_adoet a_resolution tg provide for sufmittipg  such
aquestion_at the next _redular_ _nmunicipal _electign _after
adoptiop of the resolution. __uWhepn _such _a _retitiop _is
filed with the city clerk _witbin _a _sevebty-day _period
prior_to a_regular _mupicipal _election, _the _resglution
adopted Ly the _city _coupcil _shall _provide _for _the
sukoigsion _of_ _such__guestion_ _at _the _secopnd . _Iggular
mupicipal election thereafter as provided Ly laws

Sec. 4. That section 19-3005, Revised Statutes
Surplement, 1973, ke amended to read as fcllows:

19-3005. Not less than <twenty--days;--ner--more
thuan-thirty ten days, prior to any gereral wmunicirpal
election held on the tirst Tuesday ot April 1in each
even-numtered year, the municipal clerk shall f[repare a
notice to te puklished in a newspaper that is ©putlished
in or of general circulation in such municipality, tut if
no newspaper is putlished in or of jJeneral circulaticn in
such municipality, then Lty ©rpostingy 1in each of three
putlic places in the municipality, a nctice calling such
election, The notice shall te subkstantially as follows:
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Nctice is herety given, that on Tuesday, the
cessasneanse 08y Of wiccscanvncaccennny 19 ool QAL HIE
usual polling place in each precinct in the city (or
village) O e e k== ok L ke =) Yully Netkraska, a general
election will Le held for selecting tne following
runicipal officials:

(raring all officials to te talloted for), which election
will be open at eight a.m. and will continue ogen until
eight p.m., of the same day. Cated Thi 5= Sl B% % YR day
Of ccescsscassr 19.00 o«

City (or Vvillage) Clerk cf the City

(or Village) of ........, Metraska.
If one or more measures, propositions, cr issues are also
sutmitted at the same general runicipal election, for
approval or rejection bty the electors, then such nctice
shall, after naming the officials to Lte elected, also
contain the following:
and the fcllowing measures, propcsitions, or issues:
Neosesesccecasccecasease (naming measuvres, Fprogcsiticns,
or issues), will also e sukmitted fcr approval or
rejection by the electors; and (insert languaje as to
polls teing open).
The last-rentioned phraseolcgy shall te inserted in such
general election notice immediately tefore the wgrds
vhich election will te open at eight a.m. and will
continue open until eight p.m., of the same day.

1f the uwunicipal electien is Lkeing held inp
conjuncticn with the statewide primary, such notice shall
te given ky the county clerk cr election cormissioner as
provided in Chapter 32.

Sec. 5. 1n_the event gf death of any _capdidate
prior_to_an_election, the spouse _of _the _candidate _gay
file a claim with_the proper_goverping tody pricr_to__the
date of the election and vpen arproval of _the _claip Ly
the proper _governing _kedy _the _filipg _fee _shall _Le
refunded.

Ssec. 6. That section 3z-232, Reissue Revised
Statutes of Nekraska, 1943, te arended to read as
fcllows:

32-232. Cfficial tallots shall ke wused at all
elections held under the provisions of sections 32-201 to
32-232, in the general forr provided ty law. foc  Ltallot
shall te handed to any person fef-4¢he-purgose-et--uze at
any election until (1) such person shall have anncunced
bis_pape_and address to the Jjudges and inspector of
election who shall be serving at the polling place in the
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election district in which he resides and is entitled to
vote, his-nase-and-address; (2) the officers find that
such person has teen duly registered as a qualified voter
as shown Lty the election register or otherwise entitled
to vote in the district under the provisions of sections
32-221, 32-224 and 32-:25, (3) the clerks shall have
entered his nawe upon the pe33 List of _Voters Ltooks in
consecutive numkter, ef-voters; and (4) he shall have
gersgg;lij signed his name in the gpo3d [List Yoters

tock oppostite-thereto nunmter 1 _on_a_line_ cggg;lje to__and
corresponding to_the sape punmber as thas_emgxgd__sx__shs
clerk. Any voter receiving assistance in veting shall
declare Lty word of mouth, to the officials empcwered by
law to assist him, the name of the candidates and the
neasures for which he desires to vote, and the officials

shall mark his tallot only as he so requests.

Sec. 7. That section 32-4,101, Revised Statutes
Supplement, 1973, be amended to read as fcllows:

32-4,101. Immediately upon the ccmpletion of the
canvass bty the county canvassing rtoard the county clerk
or election commissioner shall frepare a copy of the
akstract of the votes cast for President, Vice tresident,
United States Senator, Congressman, all state officers,
memters of the Legislature, memters of the State Ecard of
Education, delegates to national conventions in a year in
which a president is elected, Regents of the University
of Nekraska, Judges of the Supreme Court, district courts
and county courts, all directors of putlic power and
irrigation districts and reclamation districts, directors
of natural resources districts, nmemters of toards of
technical community colleges, and all questions under the
Constitution voted upon by the whole people, and all
guestions sutmitted wunder the provisicns of section
79-2203, which he shall seal up and endorse Abstract of
votes Of seceeee... County; and direct toc the Secretary
of State, who shall prepare a tatular sheet of the votes
cast for such officers and measures and preserve the same
with the abstract of votes from the respective counties
for the use of the Legislature in making the official
canvass as required ty the Constitution and for the use
of the state canvassing roard. The Secretary of State
shall after a primary make out and deliver a certificate
of nomination pursuant to section 32-534. Within twenty
days after a general election the Secretary of State
shall make out and deliver a certificate of election to
the person or persons declared elected Ly the state
canvassing toard. The county clerk ot election
commissioner shall deliver to the state chairran of each
political party, within-thirty-days-after--each--eiection
upgD_reguest, a separate atstract of votes of the various
political contests for _patiopal and State offices
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indicating the total votes received ¢n-each--preeimet Ly
each candidate and measure.

Sec. B. That section 32-5C€3.01, Revised
Statutes Surplement, 1973, be amended to read as follows:

32-5C3.01. all partisan and ncngartisan
candidates for elective offices shall ke norinated: (1)
By a primary held in accordance with Chapter 32, article
5, or {2) by nomination papers signed and filed as
provided ty section 32-504. If a candidate for an
elective oftice is the incumkent of another partisan or
noppartisan elective office, the filing of the reguisite
nomination papers of such incumtent for arny cther
partisan or ncnpartisan elective office shall ke
gerfected at least seventy days prior to the date cf the
primary, potwithstanding sections 32-504 and 32-515. all
other candidates shall file fcr a partisan or ncnpartisan
elective office at least sixty days prior to the date of
the primary. If any person holding an elective cffice
created by act of the Legislature shall e a--eandidete
f4or-and elected to any other elective office, his office
to which first elected shall Lecome vacated, and the
county attorney shall notify the elected cfficial and the
governing toard on which he serves of such vacarncy.

Sec. Y. That section 32-522, PRevised Statutes
Supplement, 1972, ke arended to read as fcllows:

32-522. (1) Should a vacancy or vacancies for
any office except President and Vice President arise for
any cause Lefore elections, such vacancy or vacancies
shall be filled by the wmajority vote of the |Lrofer
cormittee of the same political party; Proyided, that if
such vacancy or vacancies exist for an office serving
only a particular district of the state, ornly those
menters of the party committee who reside within that
district shall participate in selecting the candidate to
£fill the vacancy or vacancies, The chairman and
secretary of such campaign coreittee shall thereupon make
and file with the proper officery a certificate setting
forth the cause of such vacancy, the nare of the ©person
so nominated, the office for which he was norinated, the
nase of the person for which the new nominree is tc ke
sukstituted, the place of rtesidence of the [fersorn so
nominated, the street and numker of the residence or
place of tusiness of the person so nominated if such
Eerson resides in a city, and the name of the fpclitical
party with which the person so norinated affiliates and
which such committee represents; Provided, that nc
vacancy on the tallot shall te deemed to have occurred if
a political party at the primary electionr wmakes nc
nomination of a candidate for election to an cffice.
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Should a_vagcangy QL vacahcies for Governor or_ _Lieutepant
Governor_arise _foIL__apy__cause _Lefore _electians,_ _such
yacapey oI vacancies shall be filled Eky the majcrity vote

Earty__and
te filled for _the coffice

of_the proper comrittee of
the vacapcy or_vacangies. s
Leing vacated.

b

(2) The certificate, referred tc in sutsection
(1) ot this section, shall ke signed Ly the officers
therein referred to with the name and places cof their
residences, and severally sworn to ty them Lefore some
officer authorized to administer oaths. 1If there te no
campaign or political committee of such name, then a mass
convention of such party shall fill the vacancy, and the
chairman and secretary of such convention shall make and
file with the proper officers a certificate in foram and
manner subtstantially as is required to bte filed Yy the
chairman and secretary of the campaign or party committee
under the provisions of subsection (1) of this section.

(3) The certificate, made, executed, and sworn to
in the vwnanner prescrited under the provisions of
sutsection (1) or (2) of this section, shall, ugon Leing
filed at least sixty days tefore the election, have the
same force and etfect as the original certificate of
porination or the nomination statement provided for in
section 32-514. The wusuval filing fee charqged to
candidates for such offices shall acccmiany the
certificate.

Sec. 10. That section 32-1001.37, Reissue
fevised Statutes of Netraska, 1943, ke amended to read as
follows:

32-1001.37. All contested primary and general
elections for Governor, Lieutenant Governor, Secretary of
State, Auditor of Public Accounts, State Treasurer,
Attorney General, memter of the &S+4ate——HRatiway Pullic
Seryice <Cormmission, wmesker of the State Eoard of
Education, and Regent of the University of Netraska shall
te heard and deterrined Lty the district court for
Lancaster County.

Sec. IRIRE 51 At
state lyirpg within _the _

o i

lections_in_that area of _this
untain _Standard_ _or_ _Mcuptain

=l

within the Ceptral_ _Stapdard _or _Central Laylight _tigme
zope,_the pglls_shall te opep at § a d_clgse_ _at_ _8
P-D.__of the saze day.

[}
[
(=]

Upou_gorening_the _polls _opne _of _the Jjudges _of
election shall pake a proclamation thereof, and at _least
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shall be pecessary for the electors _present _toc _appcint

case_may reguire. If at the bour of _closing _there _aleg
apy_electors desiripg_to vote _who__are _in_ _the _pellinyg

plage or ip a_line, and who are gualified tgc _participate
therein, apd_have not teep akle to do sc_gibce _arrearing

at_the pollipg _rplace, _the _polls shall ke _kert _cpep

reasonatly long enough after _the _hour for _closing _1o

In_those_counties holdipg their _electicns__under
Mouptain Stapdard or Mountain Laylight tize, the election
boards shall cosmence their duties ope hour earlier _than
otherwise provided ty law apd shall ke paid accordipyly.

Sec. 12. schoel _ digtrict __loundaries __wmay
copprise_all_or_apy part of a precipct _cr _ward

gounty or counties and _every _registered _voter cf _the
school district shall te entitled to vote at _amy _schcol
ﬂjss;iss_msgsins_gﬁ_§shggl_Q.§:sis£__§lgssigz__i£__hs is
properly registered with tbe _county _clerk _cr_ _election
soppissioper and is dopiciled in__the _precinct _or_ _ward
shere registered and which__lies _ipn__whole cr__ip_ _palt
within_ _the_ _lLoundaries _of _the _scheol _district. __Ihe
prcvisions of this_section and sections 79-448, 79-423,

and_79-43C_shall pot arply to Class V districts.

Sec. 13. That section 79-428, Revised Statutes
Supplement, 1973, be amended to read as fcllows:

79-428., I1f any person offering to vote at any
school district meeting or election shall te challenged
as unqualified ty any registered voter in =such scheol
district, the chairman presiding at such wmeeting or a
judge at such election shall explain to the ferson
challenged the qualifications of a voter. If such person
shall state that he is qualified, and the challenge shall
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not te withdrawn, the said chairman c¢r Jjudge shall
administer to him an ocath, which shall ke reduced to
writing, in sultstance as follows: You do sclemnly swear
(or atfirm) that you are a citizen of the United States,
that you are eiqhteen——-yeara---eof---aqge af __the
copstitutionally rrescribed aqge of ap elector or Ugwards,
that you reside are domiciled in this precipct oI ward.
which precinct or ward lies in wholg or _ipD _galt _Mithip
the roundaries of this schcol district, and that you are

;EGEEEE;EE_Es_zazg_iﬁ-the-eenﬂty this precipct _or _ward,
so help you God. Every person taking such oath and
signing bis name thereto shall Le permitted to vote on

all gquestions proposed at such meeting or election.

Sec. 14. The governing_tgard of each Class _III
scheol district shall pay to the coupty clerk gf election
compissioper the following _charges _for _conducting _the
elections_of the district: (1) 1Two _hundred _dcllars__for
districts bhavipg_a_population of more than__one _thousand
apd_not more than twepty-five thousand _iphabitants, _and
{2)_three hundred fifty dollars for districts having more

thap _twenty-five _thousand _and _pot pore _than __fifty
thousapd inbakitantsa

Sec. 15. That criginal sections 17-204, 19-605,
32-232, and 32-1€01.37, Reissue Revised Statutes of
Netraska, 1943, sectiaon 32-522, Revised Statutes
Supplement, 1972, and sections 19-3005, 32-4,101,
32-503.01, and 79-428, Revised Statutes Supplement, 1973,
and alsoc sectiaons 1Y-622, 32-44S, 32-u46, and 32-447,
Reissue Revised Statutes of Netraska, 1943, sections
19-3004 and 32-314, Revised Statutes Supplerment, 1972,
and section 79-427, Revised Statutes Sugplernment, 1973,
are repealed.

Sec. 16. Since an emergency exists, this act
shall te in full force and take effect, from and after
its passage and approval, according to law.



